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UNESCO Heritage sites
Thracian Tomb in Sveshtari (1985)
Another unique tomb, located in the North East part of Bulgaria near the city
of Isperih. Built using large limestone blocks, the tomb consists of an arched
entrance, a long corridor and three square chambers, one of which – presumably the burial chamber of the ruler, is decorated with ten columns in the
shape of women with raised arms holding a frescoed plinth. The ten female
figures carved in high relief on the walls of the central chamber and the decorations of the lunette in its vault are the only examples of this type found so far
in the Thracian lands. It is a remarkable reminder of the culture of the Getae,
a Thracian people who were in contact with the Hellenistic and Hyperborean
worlds, according to ancient geographers.
Madara Rider (1979)
The Madara rider represents the only bas-relief in Europe hewn into a vertical
rock 23 meters from its base and representing a rider, followed by a dog, and
having plunged his spear into a fallen lion. Discovered in 1872, this monument
has not seized to raise questions and disputes among historians and archaeologists, regarding what it represents, why there is nothing similar anywhere
else in Europe, why the theme of the depiction does not exist anywhere else,
why it has remained untouched throughout centuries despite the changing
political and religious environment on the Balkans. While the timing of its
creation back to 7th c AD seems widely accepted, the discussion about who
the rider might be rages along and alternatively identifying him with one of the
early Bulgarian kings, with a Persian king and even with God Tangra (Tanangra), the supreme god of the ancient Bulgarian tribes.
Rock-Hewn Churches of Ivanovo (1979)
A complex maze of monolithic churches, chapels and monasteries, richly decorated in the Middle Ages with beautiful and well preserved frescos of Christian and Bible stories and images of saints, acted as an important Christian
religious centre in the Medieval Bulgarian state, often visited by the Bulgarian
Tsars, among them Ivan Alexander and Ivan Assen II. This religious centre
was hewn out of a solid rock and completely different from other monastery
complexes in Bulgaria, located near the village of Ivanovo, 20 km south of
Rousse, in the rocky banks high above the Rusenski Lom river (a national park
included in the UNESCO tentative list. The caves in the region had been

inhabited by monks from the 1220s, when it was founded by the future Patriarch of Bulgaria Joachim, to the 17th century, where they hewed cells, churches and chapels out of solid rock. At the peak of the monastery complex, the
number of churches was about 40, while the other premises were around 300,
most of which are not preserved today.
Srebrenitza Nature Reserve (1983)
Srebarna Nature Reserve comprises Lake Srebarna and its surroundings and
is located on the east bank of the Danube river on the main bird migration
route between Europe and Africa. Srebarna is a wetland habitat for about 180
bird species, both breeding and migrating. Among the most interesting bird
species are the Dalmatian peli- can, great egret, night heron, purple heron,
glossy ibis and white spoonbill.
Ancient City of Nessebar (1983)
The town traces its history back to the Thracian tribes, was colonized by the
Greek in the 5th c BC, later fortified and enlarged, and became part of the
Roman empire in the 1st c AD. Once Christianity was adopted as the official
religion of Byzantium, Nessebar became a regional religious seat and witness
the construction of numerous churches, which today form the main attraction
to visitors and the main reasons for its inclusion in the UNESCO heritage list.
Often referred to as the “Pearl of the Black Sea” and “Bulgaria’s Dubrovnik”,
Nesebar is a rich city-museum defined by more than three millennia of everchanging history.
Sites included in the UNESCO Tentative List
North East
• The ancient town of Nicopolis ad Istrum (1984)
• The late ancient tomb of Silistra (1984)
• The Roussensky Lom National Park (1984)
• Pobiti Kamani Natural Monument (2011)
North West
• The Magoura cave with drawings from the bronze age (1984)
• Vratsa Karst Nature Reserve (2011)
• Rocks of Belogradchik (2011)
• Central Balkan National Park (2011)

