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Cave Yagodinska Peshtera (forty-minute drive)
The cave with its 10.5km of galleries is one of the longest among the forty or so
caves discovered in the area. Even though only 1.1km can be visited, it is enough to
demonstrate the beauty and diversity of different formations, such as stalactites,
stalagmites, dendrites and a 10,000-year-old stalactone, as well as the unique
cave pearls. In one of the antechambers of the caves an old prehistoric dwelling
and artefacts can be seen.
Devils Throat Cave (forty-minute drive)
An underground cavity, bigger in size than the national cathedral, was created
by the collapse of the earth crust. The cave is accessed through a deep canyon
shaped over the centuries by the Trigrad river, which plunges into the cave down
eighteen different waterfalls, one of them at 42m among the tallest in Europe.
The cave is accessed via a man-made tunnel and exited via a narrow staircase
the height of 20-story building, allowing visitors to emerge out of the cave at the
point where the water of the Trigrad river streams underground through a devil’s
head-shaped opening, hence the name of the cave. Through this cave, the myth
goes, Orpheus descended into the other world in search of his beloved Eurydice
and where later on the arch-angels dropped Orpheus lyre out of pity for the exiled
fallen angels, as beautifully described in the novel Angelology by Danielle Trussoni.
Perperikon (two-hour drive)
An old Thracian palace and a city with religious and cult functions, dating back to
the late Bronze age (16th to 11th c. BC). It is alleged to have been the centre of the
renowned in antiquity temple of Dionysius. It is also assumed to have become the
launching pad for the conversion to Christianity of the Rhodope Mountain Thracians in the 4th c. AD and thus may have played an important religious role until
14th c. AD arrival of Ottoman military garrisons.
Tatul (two-hour drive)
An ancient megalithic monument, which after extensive archaeological excavations
in recent years has gained reputation as the long sought for Temple of Orpheus.
The site was allegedly in use during the late Bronze Age (19th to 11th c. BC) and
features multiple hearth- altars associated with the rituals dedicated to the GodSun. It is assumed to have been the burial place of the head of the Thracian hero
Orpheus, thus making it a sacred place in antiquity.
Zlatograd and Shiroka Laka (one-hour drive and 15 min drive)
A town and a village, respectively, both architectural reserves, demonstrate the development of the Rhodope architectural style and way of living in the late Ottoman
period through to the independence of the Bulgarian state in late 19th c AD.
Astronomical Observatory at Rozhen (thirty-minute drive)

